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Rulebook on organization and work of special ward for serving prison sentence 

for criminal acts of organized crime 

(„Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia “, No. 37/2010) 

 

              Rulebook on organization and work of Special ward for serving prison 

sentence for criminal acts of organized crime defines in more details organization and 

work of a special ward for serving prison sentence for criminal acts of organized crime 

in closed-type penitentiary with a special security. Special ward for serving prison 

sentence for criminal acts of organized crime is organized as a special internal 

organization unit out of the services in closed type penitentiary with special security. 

The following activities are performed within a Special ward: maintenance of order and 

security, treatment, trainings and recruiting, health care protection as well as special 

affairs of importance for the work of Special ward.  

             The Rulebook does not contain a single provision that stipulate sentence 

serving in case of women sentenced to prison for criminal acts of organized crime to 

the extent that it is not clear where the women sentenced for criminal acts of organized 

crime serve the sentence. Namely, law on serving prison sentence for criminal acts of 

organized crime ("Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia", 108/2010) in Article 2 

provides that a Special ward for criminal acts of organized crime is organized as a 

special unit in closed type penitentiary with special security and in Article 14 it 

prescribes that only full-age male persons are sent to Special ward. Within so organized 

Ward, the law does not anticipate conditions for women to serve the sentence for 

similar criminal acts. Law on the enforcement of criminal sanctions (Official Gazette of 

the Republic of Serbia 85/2005, /2/2009, 31/2011) does not anticipate special institution 

or special unit within the existing institutions for serving prison sentences by women 

convicted for criminal acts of organized crime, but it prescribes that "convicted female 

prisoners are always assigned to penitentiary for women" " (Art. 38. par. 3. of the Law 

on the Enforcement of Criminal sanctions) The only Penitentiary for women in the 

Republic of Serbia (Požarevac) is organized as an institution of semi-opened type, 

which means, bearing in mind the level of security of this Penitentiary, female prisoners 

sentenced to prison sentence for criminal acts of organized crime, may not be assigned. 
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Very well known fact that the number of women sentenced for criminal acts of 

organized crime is very small for the time being (as the number of women in total 

prison population is small and the total number of prisoners convicted for criminal acts 

of organized crime is also small part of total prison population) does not justify this 

oversight, especially bearing in mind the fact that any lack of definition when speaking 

about female prisoners may be easily turned to the source of discrimination. Thus it is 

necessary that the Rulebook provides for appropriate organizational solution for 

sentence serving for women sentenced for criminal acts of organized crime.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


