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4) PERSONAL SEARCH OF FEMALE PRISONERS 

 

 At the admission of a prisoner, officials carry out a personal search and examination of his 

body, which, in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of the Rulebook of the House Rules of 

penitentiaries and district prisons should be done in a manner that respects the dignity and 

personality of the prisoner and to keep his personal belongings. This general provision applying to 

persons of both sexes can produce a discriminatory effect when it comes to female prisoners. In 

fact, women experience personal search as cruel treatment, especially those women who were 

victims of violence, and therefore there should be special caution when making decisions about the 

search. The search should be done for female prisoners only in exceptional cases, when it is 

reasonable and justified (if it is suspected that a woman smuggles goods can be confiscated only 

with the search) and this is for each individual case, while the search should never be used as a 

punishment, male prison staff members should not carry out the search of female prisoners and they 

should not be present. The basis for predicting such a provision in the European Committee for the 

Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) Standards, which 

provide that "persons deprived of liberty should not be searched by the staff of the same gender and 

any search which requires that a female prisoner takes her clothes off should be carried out without 

the presence of staff of the opposite sex“.18 European Prison Rules (54.6) also provide that body 

search can be performed only the staff of the same sex. There is evidence that the search can have 

an extremely traumatic effects and that a woman who has been searched before the visit, refuses to 

accept a visit of her closest family, even children.. 

Due to the fact that internal searches degrade all prisoners have particularly traumatic effect 

on female prisoners who were abused. Principles and Best Practices on the Protection of Persons 

Deprived of Liberty in the Americas require states to pass legislation to outlaw the internal vaginal 

or anal search. Principles oblige states to use "alternative means" including technological equipment 

that would reduce the need for body search.  State is required to develop a more humane and less 

discriminatory ways of personal search to detect drugs and other smuggled goods19  

 

 

 

                         
18 The CPT Standards, CPT/Inf/E (2002) 1 - Rev. 2003, VII. Women deprived of their liberty, para 23 
19 Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Resolution 1/08: Principles and Best Practices on the Protections of 
Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas, adopted on 31 March 2008 
 


