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1) ACCOMMODATION IN OPEN-TYPE PENITENTIARIES AND A GREATER 

NUMBER OF PENITENTIARIES FOR WOMEN PRISONERS 

 

Punishment of women by imprisonment and sending female prisoners to correctional institutes of 

semi-opened type is not appropriate for women's crime and her personality profile. Alternative 

sanctions should be generally applied or, if sentenced to prison, they should be accommodated in 

the institutions of open type. There are not valid reasons for the additional level of security, 

considering the fact that women rarely escape from prison, if they do, the main motive is to see the 

children, which would be enabled on a large scale in the institution of open type. Mode of life in the 

open institutions is such that it reduces the difference between life in prison and life in freedom, 

which certainly contributes to better re-socialization and adaptation to prison conditions. If the 

current policy of punishment of women with prison is maintained, it is necessary to increase the 

number of institutions for housing female prisoners. The existence of only one institution for 

women (Pozarevac) compared to the number of institutions in which male prisoners are sent can 

also be a source of discrimination. Distance of institution where a woman is serving a sentence from 

her place of residence, where her family and, above all, children are, can significantly reduce the 

effectiveness of re-socialization and realization of rights, special rights or privileges. Given that 

there is no open institution for female prisoners, they do not have the opportunity to be rewarded for 

good behavior in an open institution. Therefore, if there is only one institution for women from 

different places in Serbia, option of serving the sentence in whole or a part of the sentence in district 

prisons of open type, which will be closer to the previous residence of female prisoners, should be 

envisaged.In this way, female prisoners could use the right to visits and the right to stay in a 

separate room, as well as special rights that are consisted in right of free exit to the town, visiting 

family and relatives during weekends and holidays, the right to reward leave from the prison and 

the right to use holiday outside institutions (Article78.82, 115 Law on the enforcement of prison 

sanctions). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


